
 

 

Applications, Warrants, Surveys, Returns and Patents 
 
Application - a request for a warrant to have a survey made; usually a slip of 
paper that does NOT bear applicant's signature.  
Warrant - certificate authorizing a survey of a tract of land; initiates title of a 
property and provides the basis for legal settlement, but does not convey all 
rights to the property. 
Survey - sketch of boundaries of tract of land with exact determination of total 
acreage. 
Return - verbal description of property boundaries; function is similar to that of a 
patent; internal document sent from Surveyor General to Secretary of the Land 
Office 
Patent - final, official deed from the Penns or the Commonwealth, which conveys 
clear title and all rights to the private owner.  
 
Pennsylvania State Archives 
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=3183&&SortOrde
r=100&level=3&parentCommID=3162&menuLevel=Level_3&mode=2 
 
New Jersey 
http://publicrecords.onlinesearches.com/New-Jersey-Land-Records-and-
Deeds.htm 
 
Maryland 
http://mdlandrec.net/msa/stagser/s1700/s1741/cfm/index.cfm 
 
 
 
 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=space&name=CommunityPage&id=1&cached=true&in_hi_userid=2&control=SetCommunity&PageID=259979&CommunityID=1593&&LinkPath=http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/landwarrtapps.htm
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=space&name=CommunityPage&id=1&cached=true&in_hi_userid=2&control=SetCommunity&PageID=259979&CommunityID=1593&&LinkPath=http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/sd/r17sda.htm#17.53
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=space&name=CommunityPage&id=1&cached=true&in_hi_userid=2&control=SetCommunity&PageID=259979&CommunityID=1593&&LinkPath=http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/sd/r17sda.htm#17.112
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=space&name=CommunityPage&id=1&cached=true&in_hi_userid=2&control=SetCommunity&PageID=259979&CommunityID=1593&&LinkPath=http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/sd/r17sda.htm#17.117
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=3183&&SortOrder=100&level=3&parentCommID=3162&menuLevel=Level_3&mode=2
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=3183&&SortOrder=100&level=3&parentCommID=3162&menuLevel=Level_3&mode=2
http://publicrecords.onlinesearches.com/New-Jersey-Land-Records-and-Deeds.htm
http://publicrecords.onlinesearches.com/New-Jersey-Land-Records-and-Deeds.htm
http://mdlandrec.net/msa/stagser/s1700/s1741/cfm/index.cfm

