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CISTERN

MES. SUSAN BIXLER DEOWNS

HERSELF IN CISTERN
RANSOM SANITARIUM.

HER MIND DEFECTIVE

Body Found by Dr. Ransom Early
This Morning—Previous Attempt
at Belf Destruction Failed—Wo-
man Fsared Insanity.

AT

Mrs. Susan Bixler, ah mmate ol
Dr. P. W. Ransom’s sanitarium north
of the city, committed suicide early
last evening by jumping into the cix-
tern at the sanitarium. The unfortu-
uate Jady suffered from chronic
melancholia and had evidently eon-
templated »elf destruction for some
time. Her body was discovered short-
Iy after 6 o’clock this morning hy Dr.
Ransom, who Jmd arisen ehrly to see
if he could find any traee of the miss-
ing woman. Mrx. Bixler has been 2
palient at the institution since last
July and was brought here from Mt.
Morris where her son, M. E. Bixler, is
s practicing attorney. Mw Bixler
has been in a very despondent fraine
of mind ever since she has been at the
sanitarium.  She suffered with a
chronic disease which. gave her much
pain which the physimans eould not
control.  With thix, she also was
‘aunted with the fear that sbe was
fosing her mind. Her fear of lnsanity
made her very low spirited and weem-
ed to haint her constantly. Her let-
ters to her son were filled with ex-
pressious of fear that she woeunld soor
be shut up in an asylom.,  Bhe fre-
quently referred to her possibie death
as a solution of this problem and
argued in her leiters that she and
everybody else Swould be better off if
she were in her grave. While this at-
titude gave the doetor and the attend-
ants some anxiety, and caused them
to keep a rlose wateh on her move-
ments, it was not thought best to put
any definite restraint upon her, and
she was ailowed to move abont the
kouse without hinderance, .

Last evening she ate her suppér at
the regmiar time and appeared to be
in no worse condition than usual.
Shortly after 7 o’clock she went out
of the front door and.when she did
wot reappear within twenty minntes

that she was not abont the  premises

and the worst was feared.
On the chance that ahe might have

ered to the eity, the poliee were |
. nomied that she was misping.

Dr.
Radsom said this morning that he did

< fnot think 4hat she had eome ta the]’
vty dut did trink that shre had: taken

her life by jumping into the river
which flows within a hundred feet of
the door. Owing 1o a beavy mist that
covered the river, no search conld be

made during the night.. This morning| -

Dr. Ransom arose as soon 8s,it wa
light encugh to see, with the intention
of continuing the seareh. -While he
was dressing, he thought of the eistern
and he said later, that from the mo-
ment that it eccurred to him, he was
sure that he would find the nnfortu-
nate woman io the water there. He
dressed as hurriedly as possible and
went.down stairs. When he passed
around the side of the house and
¢ame in sight of the cistern he noticedl
that the wooden eover had been re-
moved from the top, which immed-
iately confirmed his suspicions. The
body was easily found and taken ont.

About two months ago Mrs. Bixler
marde an attempt to end her life by
drowning in the river, but thought
hetter of it when she got into the
water and came back to the heuse of
her own secord. She left her room in
the middle of the night &nd went
down to the parlor where she raised a
window and clambered out. She
went to the river and threw herrelf
into the water but it was not deep
und she wnded ashore and came baek
to the house. Some of the nurses
heard her come in and thus her at-
tempt became known. After this
some special wateh was kept on ber
but without letting her kuow it.

Dr. Ransom said this morning that
he thinks her attention was attracted
to the cistern on last Saturday when
some repairs were made to the curb.
He remembers that Mrs. Bixley came
out of the house and watched the
men working for some time.

A telegram was sent to Mr. Bixler
last evening apprising . him of his
mother's disappearance and another
this morning as soon as the body was
discovered.

Mrs. Bixler was 2 widow sixty-five
years of age. She made her homé
with her son at Mt. Morris until she
wax brought to the sanitarinm last
July.

PRCE ADVANGES MOV, 15

Torgerson Bros.’ Valet Bervice Costs
$1.50 & Month After That Date.

That Torgerson Bros. did the pop-
ular thing when they inaugnrated
their valet service is attested by the
big list of patrons who have taken
out tickets for this service. They now
have hundreds of patrom who will
have their shoe shining stand at their
command at all times and ean have
their clothes sponged and pressed a«
often as desired—all for one dollar
per month.

After the 15th of the month the
price of the firat ticket taken out by
a patron will be $1.50 per month, but
the second ticket will bé sold for 81
if it is takep out within five days of
the expiration of the first ticket. All
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